
Nonfiction Recommendations for Elementary Grades

Compiled in conjunction with workshop "Nonfiction Matters!"  12/13/2011

Author Last Name Author First Name Title Publisher Copyright Series/Notes Recommended by

Allen Judy Are You a Ladybug?
Kingfisher 
Publications 2000 Backyard Books

Nancy DiStasio 
(West Seneca)

Ball Jacqueline A.
Clothing Creations : From T-shirts to 
Flip-flops Bearport Publishing 2006 Which Came First

Pat Burgstahler 
(Kenmore)

Buckingham Suzanne Meet the Beaver
PowerKids Press  
(Rosen Publishing) 2009 Scales and Tails

Gretchen Seibert 
(Kenmore)

Chandra Deborah George Washington's Teeth Farrar Straus Giroux 2003
Barbara Donovan 
(Hamburg)

Chrisp Peter

Explore Titanic: Breathtaking New 
Pictures Recreated with Digital 
Technology (inc. CD) Barron's 2011

Jessica Casamassa 
(West Seneca)

Clarke Penny Scary Creatures of the City Franklin Watts 2009 Scary Creatures
Pat Burgstahler 
(Kenmore)

Cleary Brian P.
Hairy, Scary, Ordinary:  What is an 
Adjective? CarolRhoda Books 2000

Nancy DiStasio 
(West Seneca)

Coppendale Jean Trucks:  Mighty Machines FireFly Books 2010
Elizabeth Kick 
(Frontier)

David Jack Army Green Berets Bellwether Media 2009
Torque                     
Armed Forces

Elizabeth Kick 
(Frontier)

Doeden Matt Trains Capstone Press 2007
Pebble Plus          
Mighty Machines

Elizabeth Kick 
(Frontier)

Freedman Russell Lincoln: a Photobiography Clarion 1987
Vicki Moorhouse 
(Buffalo)

Gibbons Gail Whales Holiday House 1991
Barbara Donovan 
(Hamburg)

Gibbons Gail
Nature's Green Umbrella:  Tropical 
Rain Forests Mulberry Books 1994

Barbara Donovan 
(Hamburg)

Gibbons Gail Sea Turtles Holiday House 1995
Pat Kunselman 
(Frontier)

Gilpin Daniel
Life-Size Sharks and Other 
Underwater Creatures Sterling Publishing 2005

Joanne Schoenle 
(Maryvale)

Grace Catherine O'Neill 1621 : a New Look at Thanksgiving 
National Geographic 
Society 2001

Pat Burgstahler 
(Kenmore)
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Gresko Marcia Isreal Lerner Publications 2009 Country Explorers
Linda Frontera 
(Lancaster)

Guiberson Brenda Z. Cactus Hotel
Henry Holt & 
Company 1991

Pat Kunselman 
(Frontier)

Heos Bridget

What to Expect When You're 
Expecting Larvae:  a Guide for Insect 
Parents (and Curious Kids)

Millbrook Press 
(Learner) 2011

Expecting Animal 
Babies

Gayle Kerman 
(Williamsville)

Herriges Ann Sea Horses Bellwether Media 2007
Oceans Alive! 
BlastOff! Readers

Elizabeth Kick 
(Frontier)

Herriges Ann Sea Turtles Bellwether Media 2007
Oceans Alive! 
BlastOff! Readers

Jessica Stokes 
(Cheek -Sloan)

Hoffman Mary Ann How do Penguins Survive the Cold?
PowerKids Press  
(Rosen Publishing) 2009 Look at Science

Pat Burgstahler 
(Kenmore)

Jenkins Steve Actual Size Houghton Mifflin 2004
Vicki Moorhouse 
(Buffalo)

Landau Elaine Chihuahuas are the BEST! Lerner Publications 2010 The Best Dogs Ever
Elizabeth Kick 
(Frontier)

Lew Kristi
Bat Spit, Maggots and Other 
Amazing Medical Wonders Capstone Press 2011

Fact Finders: Nasty 
(But Useful!) 
Science

Betsy Habberfield 
(Clarence)

Lunis Natalie Electric Animals Bearport Publishing 2011
Animals with Super 
Powers

Tonya Bulas 
(Depew)

Lunis Natalie
Household inventions : from Toilets 
to Toasters Bearport Publishing 2006 Which Came First

Pat Burgstahler 
(Kenmore)

Macken JoAnn Early Parakeets
Weekly Reader Early 
Learning Library 2004

Let's Read About 
Pets

Elizabeth Kick 
(Frontier)

Machotka Hana Breathtaking Noses
Morrow Junior 
Books 1992

Pat Kunselman 
(Frontier)

Machotka Hana What Neat Feet!
Morrow Junior 
Books 1991

Pat Kunselman 
(Frontier)

Marsico Katie Artic Fox Heinemann Library 2012
A Day in the Life: 
Polar Animals

Linda Frontera 
(Lancaster)
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Mattern Joanne
Can Lightening Strike the Same Place 
Twice? Lerner Publications 2010 Is That a Fact?

Jessica Stokes 
(Cheek -Sloan)

Murray Julie Backyard ABDO Publishing 2009
That's Gross! A 
Look at Science

Tonya Bulas 
(Depew)

Murray Julie Smallest animals ABDO Publishing 2010
That's Wild! A look 
at Animals

Tonya Bulas 
(Depew)

Neuschwander Cindy
Sir Cumference and All the Kings 
Tens: a math adventure Charlesbridge 2009

Patricia DiSturco 
(West Seneca)

Neuschwander Cindy
Sir Cumference and the Sword in the 
Cone: a math adventure Charlesbridge 2003

Patricia DiSturco 
(West Seneca)

Neuschwander Cindy
Sir Cumference and the Dragon of 
Pi: a math adventure Charlesbridge 1999

Patricia DiSturco 
(West Seneca)

Neuschwander Cindy
Sir Cumference and the Isle of 
Immeter: a math adventure Charlesbridge 2006

Patricia DiSturco 
(West Seneca)

Neuschwander Cindy
Sir Cumference and the Great Knight 
of Angleland: a math adventure Charlesbridge 2001

Patricia DiSturco 
(West Seneca)

Neuschwander Cindy
Sir Cumference and the First Round 
Table: a math adventure Charlesbridge 1997

Patricia DiSturco 
(West Seneca)

North Parade Pub.
Police Officer: the Adventure of 
Policework in Pictures!

North Parade 
Publishing Ltd. (UK) 2010 If I Were A…

Pat Kunselman 
(Frontier)

 O'Hearn Michael
Triceratops vs. Stegosaurus:  When 
Horns and Plates Collide Capstone Press 2010

Edge books. 
Dinosaur wars

Betsy Habberfield 
(Clarence)

O'Shei Tim
Left for Dead!: Lincoln Hall's Story of 
Survival Capstone Press 2008

Edge books.        
True Tales of 
Survival

Gretchen Seibert 
(Kenmore)

Perkins Wendy American Shorthair Cats Capstone Press 2008
Pebble Books      
Cats

Elizabeth Kick 
(Frontier)

Rotner Shelley
The Buzz on Bees: Why are They 
Disappearing? Holiday House 2010

Gayle Kerman 
(Williamsville)

Ryder Joanne
A Pair of Polar Bears: Twin cubs find 
a Home at the San Diego zoo Simon & Schuster 2006

Nancy Lucow 
(Alden)
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Simon Seymour Seymour Simon's Book of Trucks Harper Collins 2000
Nancy Lucow 
(Alden)

St.George Judith So You Want to Be President? Philomel Books 2000
Nancy DiStasio 
(West Seneca)

Souter Janet and Gerry WAR in Afghanistan and Iraq Scholastic 2011
Jessica Casamassa 
(West Seneca)

Stewart Melissa Why Are Animals Blue? Enslow Elementary 2009
Rainbow of 
Animals

Tonya Bulas 
(Depew)

Van Allsburg Chris Queen of the Falls Houghton Mifflin 2011
Gayle Kerman 
(Williamsville)

Wick Walter
A Drop of Water : a Book of Science 
and Wonder Scholastic 1997

Leslie Occhiuto 
(Park School)

Will Sandra
Transportation Inventions : from 
Subways to Submarines Bearport Publishing 2006 Which Came First

Pat Burgstahler 
(Kenmore)

Zullo Allan Ten True Tales - Heroes of 9/11 Scholastic 2011 Ten True Tales 
Jim Worthington 
(Kenmore)
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